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1. Introduction 

Windows Hello is a convenient and secure way to authenticate your identity on 

Windows devices. It uses biometrics like fingerprints, facial recognition, or a PIN to 

replace traditional passwords.  

Some of the key advantages of Windows Hello are: 

• Enhanced Security: Biometric data is stored locally and cannot be accessed 

by hackers. 

• Convenience: No need to remember complex passwords. 

• Versatility: Supports multiple methods so you choose what suits you best. 

• Faster login: Unlock your device in a split second. 

 

2. Sign-in Options 

 

 

 

Windows Hello offers three primary sign-in methods: Facial Recognition, 

Fingerprint Recognition, and PIN. These methods provide a secure, fast, and 

convenient way to log into your Windows device, replacing the need for traditional 

passwords. 
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2.1. Facial Recognition  

Facial Recognition uses an infrared camera or a compatible webcam to recognize 

your face and sign you in. It's a convenient method as it requires no physical contact, 

just looking at your device. 

2.2. Fingerprint Recognition  

Uses a fingerprint scanner to authenticate your identity. You scan your fingerprint 

when setting it up, and future logins are done by touching the scanner. 

2.3. PIN 

A PIN (Personal Identification Number) is a short numeric or alphanumeric code you 

may use to securely sign in to your Windows device. PIN is an alternative to a 

password and is used as a backup or primary authentication method.  

While a PIN is easier to remember than a password, it is stored locally on the device 

in a secure chip called the Trusted Platform Module (TPM), making it secure even if 

the device is offline. 

3. Setting up Windows Hello 

3.1. Prerequisites 

Before setting up Windows Hello, ensure the following: 

• You have the latest version of Windows 11/10. 

• Your device has biometric hardware (a specialized illuminated infrared camera 

for facial recognition or a fingerprint reader that supports the Window-

Biometric Framework). 

• Your device has a TPM chip (for PIN) 

• Your Microsoft account is active. 

• You have administrative rights on the device. 

3.2. Configure Windows Hello 

Follow these steps to configure Windows Hello on your device: 

1. Press Win + I on your keyboard. Alternatively, click Start > Settings.  

2. In the Settings window, select Accounts in the left pane.  

3. Scroll down and select Sign-in options in the right pane 
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4. You will see the available options for sign-in methods, including Facial 

Recognition, Fingerprint Recognition, and PIN. Select the desired sign-in 

method based on your device’s hardware compatibility. 

5. Follow on-screen instructions to set up Windows Hello for your device. Once 

the desired method is set up, Windows will link it to your account. 

6. Test the setup by locking your device (Win + L) and using the chosen sign-in 

method to unlock it. 

 

The entire process can be visualized as follows: 

 

 

The following sections describe setting up each Windows Hello Sign-in option. 

3.2.1. Set up Windows Hello Face 

1. Click Facial recognition (Windows Hello) > Set up. 

2. Select Get Started.  

3. If prompted, enter your device password or PIN (if you’ve already set it up) to 

proceed. 

4. Follow the on-screen instructions to position your face in front of the camera. 

5. Allow the system to scan your face and complete the setup. 

3.2.2. Set up Windows Hello Fingerprint 

1. Click Fingerprint recognition (Windows Hello) > Set up. 

2. Select Get Started.  

3. If prompted, enter your device password or PIN (if you’ve already set it up) to 

proceed. 
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4. Place your finger on the fingerprint scanner and follow the on-screen 

instructions to register your fingerprint. You may need to lift and reposition your 

finger several times to capture a complete scan. 

5. Allow the system to complete the setup. 

3.2.3 Set up Windows Hello PIN 

1. Click PIN (Windows Hello) > Set up. 

2. Verify your account password if prompted  

3. Create a numeric PIN and confirm it. You may include letters and symbols in 

your PIN for added security. 

Summary 

The inclusion of the flowchart and infographic makes this article engaging and easy 

to understand. The flowchart provides a clear, step-by-step visualization of the setup 

process, helping readers understand how different actions are connected. The 

infographic highlights Sign-in Options concisely, appealing to readers who prefer 

visual summaries over textual information.  

 


